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Front Cover:  Portrait of Joseph 

Dessert circa 1880’s. 
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This biography was written for  

Joseph Dessert in 1906. 

 

Additional photographs, maps, and 

other materials were added in 2010. 
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Mosinee in the late 1890's. 
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Paul Beaulieu 
 

Maternal Uncle of Joseph Dessert 

 

A fur trader on the Wisconsin River, he was located 

at one time at the mouth of the Eau Pleine River at 

Whitehouse’s Mill, south of Mosinee.  He is listed 

on the Wisconsin territorial census of 1838 in 

Brown County on the upper Wisconsin River.  

Mosinee was in Brown County at that time. 

 



 

 



 



















 









 



 

arrived the conditions of affairs were 

explained and the Cates were told that 

they could have the business if they would 

agree to pay its debts, and allow Mr. 

Dessert to retire, with nothing, but free 

from obligations.  He had worked hard, 

for six years, with Henry Cate, and had 

besides put in about one thousand five 

hundred dollars in money.  George W. 

Cate advised his brother against 

accepting the offer, because he did not 

think he could ever get out of debt.    

    Then Mr. Dessert took the opposite 

tack and said he would take the business 

on those terms and the proposition was 

accepted. Henry Cate made one 

condition. He was  partner in a small 

stagecoach line that ran between Little  

Bull and the Point, and a team of horses 

used in that line belonged to Dessert and 

Cate. If he was to relinguish all rights to 

the mill, he wanted that team of horses. 

Dessert agreed and the deal was made.   

The business was now the Joseph Dessert 

Lumber Company. 
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Joseph Dessert Public Library 

circa 1912











 

 







 







 





 





























 







 



  


